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Welcome address  

 
Colleagues, I am delighted to present the fourth edition of the Department of Nursing and Midwifery’s 

Engaged Learning Bulletin. It has been great to see so much activity within the Department in 2021 and 

this is reassuring, emphasising the commitment of staff, our partners and students. On behalf of the Engaged 

Learning Committee, our wish has been to communicate with you the achievements, announcements and 

engagement within our Department over the past year. This has been achieved through the quarterly 

newsletters, which we introduced in 2021 and plan to continue on a biannual basis in 2022. If there are any 

aspects that we missed, we apologise, and it is most likely that we are unaware of them. So, if you have 

anything you would like us to include in the future, please email nm@ul.ie or owen.doody@ul.ie with 

Engaged Learning in the subject heading of the email. We would also like to recognise the work and 

engagement of all our students in their studies and practice despite the ongoing covid situation. This 

newsletter covers the three months October, November and December 2021. 
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Publications: 

 

In this newsletter, we report five publications representing eight of the departments’ staff. Of note 

within these publications was the publication on student nurses and midwives’ experiences of teaching 

and learning about ‘making every contact count’ health behaviour programme. In addition, 

collaboration across UL, Milford hospice, NUIG, information specialist within UL Library and post-

graduate MSc student.   

 

Coffey, A., O’Reilly, M., Lucey, M., Callinan, J., Exton, C., Colreavy, S., O’Mahony, F., Meskell, 

P., Moloney, M., Doody, O. (2021). A Scoping Review of Evidence on Use and Effectiveness of 

Virtual Reality in Palliative Care: Protocol. Open Science Framework, https://osf.io/9qcxw/  

Callanan, F., Tuohy, T., Bright, A., Grealish, A. (2021). The effectiveness of psychological 

interventions for pregnant women with anxiety in the antenatal period: A systematic review. 

Midwifery, 104: 103169. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2021.103169  

Cormican, O., Meskell, P., Dowling, M. (2021). Psychosocial vulnerability among carers of 

persons living with a chronic illness: A scoping review. International Journal of Nursing Practice, 

e13024. https://doi.org/10.1111/ijn.13024  

Jahans‐Baynton, K., Grealish, A. (2021). Safeguarding communications between multiagency 

professionals when working with children and young people: A qualitative study. Journal of Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatric Nursing. https://doi.org/10.1111/jcap.12363  

Tuohy, D., Fahy, A., Murphy, L. (2021) Student nurses and midwives’ experiences of teaching and 

learning about ‘making every contact count’ health behaviour programme: Descriptive qualitative 

study. Nurse Education in Practice 57, 103246, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nepr.2021.103246  

 

Book Chapter 

 

Murphy Tighe S., Lalor J.G. (2021) Concealed pregnancy, birth and infanticide: The impact of 
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criminalising traumatised women. In: Ryan S. Birth and the Irish: A miscellany. Dublin: Wordwell 

Press. 

 

Conference presentations: 

 

While face-to-face delivery is not possible, the conference circuit has continued in a virtual format. 

There were three recent conference presentations from the Department. 

 

Balfry, J., Kingston, L., Noonan, M., Tierney, A., Pettigrew. P., ‘Hello, can you hear me?’ 

Conducting research during the COVID-19 pandemic. Association of Occupational Therapists of 

Ireland AOTI Conference 2021 Evolving Practice, Enabling Occupation, Enhancing Lives, October 

8th/9th.   

Balfry, J., McCarthy, A., Kingston, L., Noonan, M., Tierney, A., Pettigrew. J., Occupational 

therapy and inter-professional education and collaboration during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Association of Occupational Therapists of Ireland AOTI Conference 2021 Evolving Practice, Enabling 

Occupation, Enhancing Lives, October 8th/9th.   

Cassidy I, B (2021) Supporting PPI in Parkinson’s and Quality of Life research. Irish Universities 

Association Nursing Seminar Series, Supporting Family, Patient and Public Involvement: Exemplars 

from the Nursing Disciplines, October 22st.  

Doody O, Hennessy T, Moloney M, Lyons R, McMahon J, Ryan R. (2021) Presenting problems 

for people with intellectual disability in acute hospitals. [Invited Oral Presentation], Shaping the Future 

of Intellectual Disability Nursing in Ireland Implementation Steering Group, November 24th. 

Doody O, Hennessy T, Moloney M, Lyons R, McMahon J, Ryan R. (2021) Presenting 

problems/conditions that result in people with an intellectual disability being admitted to hospitals in 

the Republic of Ireland. [Invited Oral Presentation], Nursing Subcommittee of the Disability Advisory 

Group (DAG) to the National Clinical Programme for People with Disability (NCPPD), November 

26th. 

Doody O, Hennessy T, Moloney M, Lyons R, McMahon J, Ryan R. (2021) Report on Presenting 

problems/conditions that result in people with an intellectual disability being admitted to hospitals in 

the Republic of Ireland 2016-2020. [Invited Oral Presentation], Wexford Services Launch of the HSE 

Health Passport for People with an Intellectual Disability, December 3rd.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

International activities: 

 

We were delighted to welcome our new Cohort of BSc Nursing Studies and the MSc Nursing Studies 

students to the Department for academic year 2021/22. They have just finished their first semester and 

we acknowledge their effort and contribution, being in a new country, away from family and studying 

in a foreign language. We wish you the best for 2022 and your studies.   

 

Achievements: 

 

The Annual NMBI Student Midwife Debate 

took place in November. The motion of the 

debate was "This house believes that midwifery 

is still not recognised in the healthcare 

community." We are delighted to announce that 

the UL-NUIG Team in favour of the motion 

were the winners on the day. Anna McInerney 

3rd Year BSc Midwifery represented UL and 

was given a speaker award as well as being on 

the winning. Congrats Anna. 

 

 

The first year BSc Nursing (General) and BSc Nursing Studies students within module NM4091 

Philosophies Underpinning Person Centred Nursing, undertook artwork as part of their assignment to 

provide them with the opportunity to develop their understanding of person centred nursing. Its purpose  

 

is to help students see the person within the patient and to always take that into consideration, when  

providing person centred nursing care. Students created a piece of ‘art’ that represented them as a 



 

person. This artwork could be any form, in addition they explained how the artwork represented them 

as a person and discussed how person centred nursing could be provided to them. in this way, students 

had the opportunity to learn in different ways (visually, reading/writing, aurally and kinesthetically)  

 

and connect with course material. The use of art as a teaching technique within nursing education aims 

to provide students with a teaching/learning experience that is meaningful and engaging (Crookes et 

al, 2013) and essentially, it is a way for students to link the theory and practice of nursing. 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements:  

 

Firstly, we would like to congratulate and welcome Katie Tierney who has been appointed to the 

Nurse Practice Development post recently vacated by Gerardine Kennedy on her retirement. Katie 

                                                        

                                  

                                                                    

                      

     



 

was previously Clinical Educator in the Operating Theatre Department in UHL and we both welcome 

and wish Katie every success in her new role.  

 

 

Secondly, we welcome Claire McNamara who recently took up a University Teacher post within the 

Department. Claire is a Registered General Nurse and undertook her undergraduate nurse training at 

Queens University Belfast. Claire has worked for many years in Dublin and Limerick in the area of 

perioperative Nursing. Most recently, during the covid 19 pandemic Claire was redeployed to the 

ICU at UHL and subsequently to the vaccination programme in the hospital and community.  

 

Thirdly, we acknowledge the effort and work of all fourth-year students and facilitators of module 

NM4067, Practice Research Project. This has been the first time the module has run and replaces the 

traditional Final Year Project. The module ran over 11 weeks, and the research project built upon the 

students’ previous research module NM4086 Research and Evidence in Healthcare. The project and 

module is completed in one academic semester. 

 

Fourthly, we wish a sincere thank you and fond farewell to Mary Ann O'Brien Clinical Placement 

Midwifery who has recently retired from UMHL. Mary Ann has made a major contribution to the 

education of student midwives over many years. The Midwifery team and all the staff of the 

Department of Nursing and Midwifery wish Mary Ann well in the future. 

 

Finally, as we end 2021 and enter 2022, we announce the retirement of two of our staff Anne Fahy 

and Maria Bailey. Both have been key in the delivery of nurse education in the region for 15+ years 

and have been course directors for the BSc General programme, contribute to curriculum reviews, 

though at undergraduate and postgraduate level and contribute to Department and faculty committees 

over the years. Anne and Maria will be missed as they were fondly regarded by colleagues and 

students alike. We wish Anne and Maria a long and happy retirement.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne qualified as a General Nurse and had 

extensive clinical, managerial and educator 

experience. Clinical experience includes medical 

and surgical nursing and healthcare management 

both nationally and internationally in the acute 

healthcare system. Anne lectured on both 

undergraduate and postgraduate nursing and 

midwifery programmes. Anne was course director 

for the BSc General programme, supported 

competency assessment and teaching and learning 

strategies. 

 

 

 

Maria qualified in Orthopaedic and General and 

worked in community nursing and palliative care. 

Maria worked both in the UK and Ireland and 

taught both undergraduate and postgraduate 

students. Maria was course director for the BSc 

General programme and palliative care lead in the 

Department. Throughout her time in UL, Maria 

supported competency assessment, teaching and 

learning strategies and reflective practice and was a 

teaching award winner. 
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